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On Easter morning, some of the women and a couple of the disciples saw what they could not
explain. The tomb was empty, the linen wrappings were there and in addition, some saw Jesus him-
self alive and angels sent to them by God. Not only are these events unexplainable but they became
a main target of Satan’s smear campaign.

Matthew 28:11-15 “As they were on their way, there were some members of the guard who
went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 After the chief
priests had assembled with the elders and had reached a decision, they gave a large sum of money
to the soldiers 13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came at night and stole him away while
we were sleeping.’ 14 If the governor hears about it, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
15 After the soldiers took the money, they did as they were instructed. And this story has been re-
peated among the Jews until this day.”

Imagine yourself hearing these two accounts as a philosophical skeptic. In a “he said - she
said” situation, who do you believe?

This was the situation for many living at the time Matthew. We know what it's like to get two
different accounts of an event. First, there’s a couple dozen opinion pieces, then throw in a meme
or two and, of course, a host of “Influencers” throwing their weight around. So, we know why God
inspired Matthew to write these words of revelation.

Philosophical skeptics consider Christian Faith to be a “blind leap into the dark.” God does
not leave us blindly leaping into the dark. He uses Matthew and others to reveal his mysteries and
bring to light those things we are not mentally capable of understanding but we can trust in.

God simply tells of miracles taking place... arising from being dead, a glorified body, angels...
and allows eye witnesses tell of their sights and sounds and senses. The Tomb, the grave clothes,
the angel’'s message, embracing the feet of the Lord himself and hearing his calm voice are all rec-
orded by people the readers of this Gospel could check out themselves. For if they did they would
also hear of the events that covered the next 40 days until Christ ascended in heaven.

On the other hand, they have the report of the Roman soldiers who stood guard at the tomb.
The report was that while they were on guard, the disciples came and stole away Christ’s body. Now,
everyone at that time knew that Roman soldiers were armed and stood guard at the risk of their lives.
They would either carry out their orders to the point of death or they would be executed by their supe-
riors afterward if they let their prisoner escape. No unarmed Jews were going to steal away a body
after moving a large grave stone! And Matthew includes the bribe given by the chief priests which
included protection of their lives before the governor.



Matthew’s original readers could put 2 and 2 together to see the report of the soldiers is phoney
and the actions of the Chief Priest is in total keeping with his immoral, political agenda.

Who do you believe? Why do you believe? These most important questions are at the heart of
God’s relationship with us. He gives us every solid reason to believe him while the devil in this world’s
activities only makes “sinful sense”. We know by experience what sinful minds will do to cover up their
crimes and evil intentions.

God turned off the sun during the crucifixion of his Son. God tore the temple curtain in two.
God shook the earth. God opened the graves of his faithful and had them appear in Jerusalem to give
even greater witness to God’s Truthfulness. God sent the angels to the tomb. God rolled the stone
away. Jesus met with more than 500 people after his resurrection and Jesus sent the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost as he promised.

We believe God because God is Faithful, God is True.
We put our Faith in God Almighty based on His 100% Faithfulness.

~Announcements~

PAINTING!

We plan to paint the fellowship hall the week of April 6th -13th. Volunteers are
needed to move some of the furniture, tape or trim edges, and then paint.

There is still plenty of time to sign up and volunteer!

Please contact Matt McKay if you would be willing to help (sign-up sheet is lo-
cated on the counter by the church office).



Save the Date - LWMS Spring Rally

The NW Wisconsin LWMS Spring Rally will be held Saturday, April 27th at St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Spring Valley.

Breakfast will be offered at 8:30 am.

The program will run from 9:30am — 12:15pm and will include the installation of
officers.

Our speaker will be Rev. Robert Newmann, WELS Liaison to the Ukrainian Luther-
an Church.

If you are interested in attending, please contact
Lois Mueller. Ride sharing will be available!

utheran Women's
Missiunary Sodety

SOME ADDITIONAL ‘SAVE THE DATES’
(FROM LLP):

04.27.2024 - LWMS Spring Rally - reach out to join us for a morning or mission
updates/education and fun!

04.28.2024 - Spring LLP meeting to include 1) Assess LLP officer terms, and 2)
vote for officers for the LWMS International Board.

05.11.2024 - LLP to clean closet and file cabinets in prep for 40th - all help ap-
preciated
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